MEETING DEAF PEOPLE

COUNCIL FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COMMUNICATION WITH DEAF PEOPLE

· Deafness is called the invisible handicap because you cannot see it.

· You may not know at first you have met a Deaf person.

There are several ways that Deaf people openly tell others that they are Deaf. They may say or write down:

"I am Deaf" or they may point to their ears.

· Deaf people around you are not all alike.

· Some Deaf people can communicate with their voices, others will not use their voices at all.

· Some Deaf people can easily be understood while others may be difficult to understand. Most of the Deaf people have their own preference of communication methods.

· Given this awareness will enable you to check out a Deaf person's preference method of communication-skills: ......... Do ask the Deaf person.
Deaf people depend largely on their eyes to receive information around them. There are several ways you can help to make communication much easier with the Deaf person:

Here are some hints.

· Be sure the Deaf person can see you.

· Relax with the Deaf person. (Remember we are human too).

· Speak naturally and slowly, don't exaggerate your mouth movements, or talk too slowly or even shout at the Deaf person.

· Use gestures and facial expression.

· If you know some basic signs and fingerspelling use them. Be patient.

· Be yourself.

· Don't place anything in your mouth (when speaking).

· Don’t have your hands full (when signing to the Deaf person). Look directly at the deaf person (when Communicating).

